
Lasse Bruun, CAN 
Lasse Bruun is Head of Global Campaigns at Climate Action Network (CAN). He is a 
campaign specialist in climate and energy, sustainable agriculture and animal rights,  
with 20 of experience in mobilisation, communication, advocacy and movement building. 
At CAN, he co-ordinates campaigning efforts on behalf of more than 1 200 NGOs in  
120 countries. He also leads a global energy taskforce that includes environmental, 
faith and development NGOs – as well as labour unions, megacity administrators, 

foundations and Fortune 500 businesses. Prior to joining CAN, Mr. Bruun worked as Global Project Leader at  
Greenpeace and an adviser in the Danish Parliament. In these roles, he has led high-level international 
dialogues, campaigns and projects around the world. Mr. Bruun is a postgrad in Rhetoric and Linguistics from 
the University of Copenhagen. 
Contact: lbruun[at]climatenetwork.org 

Ruggero Arico, ENEL Green Power
Ruggero Arico is Head of Institutional Affairs for Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia at  
Enel Green Power — the Italian multinational company fully dedicated to the  
development and promotion of renewable energy. Mr. Arico joined Enel in the year  
2000 and has gained extensive experience in international relations, governmental  
affairs and politics. In 2003, he moved to Brussels to manage institutional relations with 
the European Union, iin particular working very closely with the European Parliament.  

Mr. Arico later moved to Moscow as Head of External Relations for Russia & CIS Countries, and in 2010 to 
Algiers as Head of External Relations for Algeria. Ruggero Arico graduated in Law at the University of Messina, 
Italy, in 1999 and was admitted to the Bar in 2002. 
Contact: ruggero.arico[at]enel.com

Stefan Degener, First Solar 
Stefan Degener is Managing Director and Head of Business Development Europe & 
Africa for First Solar, where he oversees the company’s presence, growth strategy and 
business development activities in the region. Mr. Degener joined First Solar as Head of  
Project Finance EMEA in 2011. In this role, he was responsible for the acquisition,  
structuring, financing and sale of utility-scale PV power plants in Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa. In 2012, he was appointed Managing Director Germany and played a key role 

in managing the company’s European sales and business development activities. Between mid-2014 and  
mid-2016, Mr. Degener expanded First Solar’s Operations & Maintenance business in Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa. Prior to joining First Solar, he worked for renowned German banks, bringing more than 20 years of 
experience in corporate and international project finance and financial markets. Stefan Degener holds an MBA 
in Business Administration with a main emphasis on banking and finance. 
Contact: stefan.degener[at]firstsolar.com
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Richard Taylor, IHA
Richard Taylor was appointed Executive Director of the International Hydropower 
Association (IHA) in 2001. The organisation today has active members in over 100 countries.  
He has been involved in the water and energy sectors since 1985 and is a graduate in Earth 
Science/Water Resources (University of London, 1981-1985), with postgraduate studies 
in hydropower engineering, renewable energy systems and sustainable development. He  
has written and edited numerous technical papers and periodicals on hydropower and 

dams. In 2002, he became a Fellow of the Energy Institute in the UK. Along with water and energy, his 
interests include climate and sustainability. He has been engaged in United Nations initiatives on water, energy  
and climate change and participated in the work of the World Bank Group, REN Alliance, REN21,  
International Energy Agency, World Energy Council, World Water Council, Climate Investment Funds and the 
Climate Bonds Initiative. 
Contact: rmt[at]hydropower.org

Henning Wuester, IRENA 
Henning Wuester is Director of the Knowledge, Policy and Finance Centre at the 
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). Dr. Wuester oversees IRENA’s 
work in these areas, which includes data and knowledge tools, analysis of best 
practice in renewable energy policies and finance, and related advice and support to 
countries. Prior to joining IRENA, Dr. Wuester worked for the Green Climate Fund as 
Senior Manager at the Interim Secretariat. Previously, he was Special Adviser to the  

Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and worked at the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), holding several roles  
in the Secretariat of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution. Henning Wuester started  
his career as Assistant Professor in the economics faculty of the University of Munich and holds a PhD  
in Economics from the University of Munich. 
Contact: hwuester[at]irena.org

Ibrahim Togola, MFC and WWEA 
Ibrahim Togola is Chairman of the Mali-Folkecenter (MFC) and Vice President of World 
Wind Energy Association (WWEA). He has dedicated his professional life to introducing 
renewable energy in Mali and in Africa. For this purpose, he has created and managed 
non-governmental organisations as well as social and commercial businesses. Dr. Togola 
founded MFC Nyetaa in 1999 and is its Director until today. He is also the co-Founder  
and Chairman of Nyetaa Finances SA, a private micro-finance institution specialised in 

financing renewable energy and clean energy services in Mali. Dr. Togola is an engineer and economist with over 
17 years of experience working in Africa for public, private and non-profit organisations on project development,  
monitoring and evaluation, policy on renewable energy and environmental issues. He has implemented 
projects for the European Union, World Bank, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), German 
development bank KFW and national governments to overcome the barriers facing access to sustainable and 
modern energy services in Africa. 
Contact: itogola[at]malifolkecenter.org 
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Fernanda de Carvalho, WWF 
Fernanda de Carvalho is the Policy Manager of the Climate and Energy Practice at WWF 
International. Dr. de Carvalho has 15 years of experience in policy-making in environmental 
issues, especially in enabling national plans and in international cooperation on climate 
and energy issues. Prior to WWF she worked for USAID, The Nature Conservancy and the 
Brazilian Government. Fernanda de Carvalho holds a Ph.D. in International Relations and 
an LL.M. in International Environmental Law and a Law Degree.

Contact: fcarvalho[at]wwfint.org 

3

STEERING GROUP 2018


