
Gianni Chianetta, GSC 
Gianni Chianetta is chairman of the Global Solar Council (GSC), the global non-
profit association representing national, regional and international associations and 
companies in solar energy. Gianni is also vice president and head of International 
Affairs at ItaliaSolare, the Italian Solar Association; director of Greening the 
Islands, a global initiative for island sustainability; and managing director of the 
Green Consulting Group. He has been working in the energy field since 2002, with 

previous positions as managing director of BP Solar Italy and external affairs director at BP Italia. 
Gianni has a degree in Mechanical and Management Engineering from Middlesex University (London), 
a master’s from the Kellogg School of Management (Chicago), and certifications from SDA Bocconi 
Milano (Milan) and Istituto de Empresa (Madrid).

Contact: gianni.chianetta@italiasolare.eu 

Ben Backwell, GWEC 
Ben Backwell is CEO of the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC), an 
international trade association for the wind power industry with members 
representing over 1 500 companies, organisations and institutions in over  
80 countries. Prior to joining GWEC, Ben was managing director at FTI Consulting, 
advising companies in the clean energy sector on strategy, communications 
and government affairs. Ben also worked as a journalist and analyst for  

20 years, covering energy policy and markets around the world. He is the author of two books on the 
wind industry as well as reports and white papers on power markets and policy frameworks. He holds 
an MSc in Political Science from the Institute of Latin American Studies, University of London. 

Contact: ben.backwell@gwec.net 

Ruggero Arico, Enel Green Power  
Ruggero Arico is head of institutional affairs for Europe, Africa, Asia and Oceania 
at Enel Green Power, an Italian multinational company fully dedicated to the 
development and promotion of renewable energy. Ruggero has worked at Enel 
since 2000 and has extensive experience in international relations, governmental 
affairs and politics. He has also managed institutional relations with the European 
Union, particularly with the European Parliament. Ruggero has previously been 

Enel’s head of external relations in Russia and CIS Countries, as well as in Algeria. 

Contact: ruggero.arico@enel.com 

1

STEERING GROUP 2020



David Wortmann, Energy Watch Group
David Wortmann is head of the board of the Energy Watch Group, where he focuses 
closely on the scientific, political and business components of the transition towards 
100% renewable energy. David has worked in the field of renewable energy for over  
20 years, with experience in policy, communication, strategy and business 
development across industry, government, and non-governmental 
organisations. He has also engaged with various stakeholder groups on 

the socio-economic benefits of the energy transition. Prior to joining the Energy Watch Group, 
David held positions such as head of the Energy and Environmental Technology department 
of Germany Trade and Invest, director for policy at the World Council for Renewable Energy, and 
vice president of public affairs, EU, for First Solar. Currently, he is also managing director of  
DWR eco.

Contact: wortmann@dwr-eco.com

Rabia Ferroukh, IRENA 
Rabia Ferroukhi is director of the Knowledge, Policy and Finance Centre at the 
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). She has worked at IRENA since 
2011 and brings over 20 years of experience in the fields of energy, development 
and environment. She previously headed IRENA’s Policy Unit, working on a range 
of renewable energy policy and regulatory issues including market design, target 
setting, socio-economic benefits and integrated resource management. Earlier, 

Rabia worked in both the public and private sectors, including with governments in the Middle East and 
North Africa, energy companies in the Mediterranean and Gulf regions, and international institutions. 
Rabia holds an MSc in Applied Economics and a PhD in Economics from the American University in 
Washington, DC. 

Contact: rferroukhi@irena.org 

Monica Oliphant, Former president of ISES  
Monica Oliphant is former president of the International Solar Energy Society (ISES). 
She has worked in renewable energy for over 40 years in the areas of solar, wind 
and energy efficiency and has served on various government committees in South 
Australia. Monica was a research scientist at the state electric utility, SA Power 
Networks, where she spent 18 years improving energy efficiency, undertook South 
Australia’s first large-scale wind survey and analysed the impact of solar water 

heating and PV on energy use. Monica is currently an adjunct associate professor at the University of 
South Australia and runs her own consultancy, Monica Oliphant Research Scientist.

Contact: oliphant@adam.com.au 
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Adam Bruce, Mainstream Renewable Power  
Adam Bruce is global head of corporate affairs at Mainstream Renewable Power, 
an independent global developer of renewable energy projects with operations in 
Latin America, Africa, Southeast Asia and Europe. Prior to Mainstream, Adam was 
UK chief executive of Airtricity and director of public policy at McGrigors law firm, 
where he specialised in energy policy. He is the former chairman of RenewableUK, 
founding chairman of the UK’s Offshore Wind Programme Board, and chairman  

of the Seastar Industrial Alliance, a network for the Northern Seas offshore wind sector. 

Contact: adam.bruce@mainstreamp.com  

Rana Adib, REN21   
Rana Adib is executive secretary of REN21, an international non-profit association 
and renewable energy multi-stakeholder network that connects a wide range of 
key actors. Rana was previously REN21’s research co-ordinator, developing the 
global expert community and making the REN21 Renewables Global Status Report 
series an international reference in the renewable energy field. Prior to REN21, Rana 
worked for over 10 years in private industry and applied research in the areas of 

renewable energy, energy access and waste management. She was also responsible for co-ordinating 
the biogas-to-energy research programme at Veolia Environment. Rana holds a master’s degree in 
Industrial Engineering from the University of Wedel in Germany.

Contact: rana.adib@ren21.net 
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